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REPORT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, | 
PENITENTIARY. | 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. _ | 


WHEELING: 
JOHN FREW, PUBLIC PRINTER, 
1867. 
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REPORT. - 
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To his Excellency A. I. BOREMAN, 
= Governor of West Virgmia. 


Srr:—The undersigned Directors appointed under and by virtue 
of an act entitled “Ар Act to provide a Penitentiary for the State,” 
passed February 19th, 1866, would in accordance with said law, - 
make the following report : 

Upon the 22nd day of June last, your Directors met at the town 
of Moundsville, in Marshall county, the site of the proposed Peni- 
tentiary and organized, by the election of James Burley, as President 
of the Board, J. H. Atkinson, Secretary, and E, A. Hiidreth, 
Treasurer. | 

Having examined the ground selected and located by the Board” 
of Public Works, adjoining the town of Moundsville, the first ob- 
ject of the Board of Directors was to procure and adopt suitable 
plans and models for the work before us, and to obtain these, the 
Board, by their committee, procured the plans of similar prisons in 
adjoining states and also visited the state prison of Illinois, located 
at Joliet. 

There, it was decided, was to be found a model for our buildings, 
they haying combined АП #ће safe- -guards and ¢onvéniencies to be 
found in the best regulated prisons of the older states. 

We have: accordingly adopted that as the plan for the erection 
of our outer walls, Superintendent's house, cell buildings, arrange- 
ment of cells, for heating and ventilation, and general arrangement 
of grounds for shops, ‘and for our style of architecture. 

In designing and adopting a plan for this institution we feel that 
no small degree of responsibility rests upon us. Keeping in mind 
the pressing need for .the speedy erection of a state prison; also 
the fact that our State has no large revenues from which to build for 
mere display ;` we have, at the same time, rememembered that 
works of this kind should be permanent and secure, and that the 
prospective growth of our State in wealth, population, and refine- 
ment, demands that the same should be so designed and completed. 
as to meet the growing wants of the State and accord with the 
laudable ambition and taste of our citizens in coming years. 
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The Board of Public Works having procured a title for ten acres 
of land, we propose to enclose about seven acres of the same, leaving 
on the north side a street of 60 feet in width, and on the west 140 
feet for street and yard to the front buildings. The prison yard 
-will be a parallelogram 689% feet in length, by 3524 feet in width, 
enclosed by a stone wall 5 feet in thickness at the bottom, 24 feet 
at the top, with foundation 5 feet below the surface, and wall 25 
feet high from the ground, coped with stone four feet wide and 8 
inches thick. At each of-the corners of this wall are large turrets 
for the use of the guards having inside stair-cases, with guardrooms: 
above and ол a level with the top of the main wall, so that sentinels 
can pass entirely around the grounds upon the -walls. ` The Super- 
intendent’s house and cell buildings will be so placed, that the rear 
wall of each will form part of the west wall, so that there will be no 
projections upon the inside of the main wall, and thus two guards 
placed at opposite turrets can have a view of the entire yard next 
to the walls. ы : 

The workshops when erected are to be placed at a distance of 40 
feet from the outer walls so as to-secure against escape of convicts, 
and also give air and light and provide a sufficient space for wagon 
way around the entire grounds, - 

The Superinténdent’s house is to oceupy the centre оп the west 
side and to have a front of 85 feet, to be three stories in height, 
beside the basement or cellar. The front of this building will be 
for the use of the superintendent and family, and by means of a 
heavy wall placed between the front rooms and the rear of the 
building will be made as much as possible to afford all the comforts 
of а private residence.. The rear of the building will be for the use 
of the guards and officers, and until other provisions shall be made, 
for hospital and chapel use. | 

On the right and left of the Superintendent's house will be a cell 
` pbuilding 184 by 52 feet each, within which are to be placed the’ 
cells, four stories in height, leaving an aisle or air chamber of 15 
feet in width between the cells and the outer cell buildings. These 
cells will each be 7 feet in length, 4 feet in width, and 7 feet in 
height separated by stone walls of one foot in thickness, every joint 
of which is to be dove-tailed by bars of iron, or if it is found that 
stone of the required size can be procured, each cell will be built of 
six slabs, 8 inches in thickness. The whole number of cells to be 
warmed by steam introduced into the aisles of the outer cell build- 
ing. The door of each cell formed of irom bars, permitting a free 
circulation of air and heat, and pipes 5 inches in diameter leading 
from each cell to the roof, will afford a complete system of ventila- 
tion. А а 
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But one of these wings-need be finished at present, as each floor 
will give 60 cells, and four stories will provide 240 cells in all, 
enough it is hoped to accommodate all the convicts of the State for 
years. 

The style of architecture for the Superintendent’s house, «е 
buildings, and turrets will be that known as the castellated Gothic. 
That ofthe workshops and other buildings, within the walls, may 
conform to that, or any other desired, when the State shall need,- 
and come to their erection. 

Your Directors proceeded at once to the erection of a stockade, - 
enclosing about two acres, and atemporary cell building for the 
safekeeping of the convicts while-employed upon the penitentiary. 
They have also sunk a well, built a kitchen, осе, and other tempo- 
rary buildings, and:purchased necessary tools for carrying on the 
work,and have at the present time 71 convicts profitably employed, 
whose labor is worth to the State, on an average at least,one dollar 
per day. | | 

The extra cost to the State over keeping the same number in the | 
jails of the several counties is the expense of some ten additional 
guards whose wages amount to about $4,400 per annum, making a 
saving to the State of a considerable sum each year, while the health 
and morals of the convicts will be greatly, promoted. 

We ‘have among the convicts several tradesmen, and are now 
prepared to supply any number of shoes that may be needed at the 

. West Va. Hospital for the Insane. 

In prosecuting the main work, we have contracted for the deliv- 
ery of 4000 perch of stone, have employed some ten stone cutters, 
and with the assistance of the convicts have excavated for, and are 
now laying the foundation of the south cell building? We have 
encountered considerable difficulty in obtaining stone of the desired 
quality and size, but hope during the coming winter and summer 
to secure such stone as will be suitable to the work. 


Owing to the high prices of all kinds of labor at present and the 
reasonable expectation that prices will be lower the coming season, 
it has been thought advisable not to contract for the delivery of any 
large amount of material at this time. 


Having secured the services of С. S. McFadden, Esq., as Super- 
intendent, we have concluded that the interests of. the State would 
be furthered by hiring, under his direction, such number of work- 
men as may be needed to direct the labor of the convicts, and thus 

-execute the work, ensuring to the State a faithful outlay of the 
funds entrusted to our саге, and the certainty of permanent and 
lasting buildings. 
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In our judgment it will require two years from the lst day of 
Jannary, 1867, to complete the outer walls, Superintendent’s house, ` 
cell buildings, and cells, in the south wing, and that it will cost 
exclusive of convict labor about $160,000, to finish to that extent ; 
but that some reduction may be secured from this sum, by the 
reduction in price of building material and wages, and by a re- 
duction of the number of guards that will be required, so soon ag 
the permanent cells are prepared for the reception of the convicts 
at night. 

Should the Legislature desire to prosecute the work with vigor, 
16 will be necessary to make at the coming session a further appro- 
priation of $50,000. The Directors could then employ such force 
as would be needed to finish by the first of December, 1867, the 
south cell building, ready for the safe keeping of the convicts, and 
also complete a large portion of the outer walls, 

We have КҮНЕН to the present date, for stockade, temporary 
. cells, kitchen, necessary tools, and for stone, the sum of $12,857 51, 
leaving unexpended a balance of $37,142 49, of the appropriation 
of last session, more than one half of which will be due upon stone 
already under contract, to be delivered within the next three 
months. - 

The work having been commenced we think the interests of the 
State require that it shall be pushed forward to completion at an 
early day, as the labor of the convicts can be made as profitable 
after its completion, as upon its erection. 

It is believed upon an examination of the workings of the ings 
system, that our penitentiary when completed can be made to sus- 
tain itself, at least to the extent of boarding, clothing, and guarding 
the convicts. This would be a saving оға large sum annually to the 
State, to say nothing of the increased security with which our con- 
victs can be kept. 


ESTIMATE OF COST OF WEST VA. PENITEETIARY : 


For 7760 perch of stone, for outer walls, @8,50,--=----- $27,160 
“ 6000 “ ‘for Superintendent’s house, cell] | 
buildings, and cells, @$9, ---------------- ------ 54,000 
“ 18000 feet of flagging for cells and сей buidings, 
(OSL ger foot: stata ioe eee eet 18,000 


“ wages of Superintendent, Architect, workmen, and > ~ 
- guard $20,000 per annum for twoandahalf years, 50,000 
“ Carpentry, plastering, and 1гоп,............ eee “10,000 
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The lateness of the season when the Board was organized, and the 
necessary preparations in procuring plans and making provision for 
_ the safe keeping of the convicts upon the grounds, has given’ but ° ~~ 
little time to prosecute the main work. But the foundations of the | 
south cell building, has been carried forward, во tkat the work will ~ = 
be but little impeded by the frost and the Board will be fully pre- 
pared to employ a strong force of workmen in the spring. - 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 7 = с 


Е DANIEL PECK, 
JOHN M. ARMSTRONG, | . ~ 
JAMES BURLEY, Directors. 
J. H. ATKINSON, Ў 
| Е. А. HILDRETH, 
~ January ist, 1867. р" 


